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É3.16 million undocumented children and 
young adults under the age of 24 (Hoefer, 
Rytina, Baker, 2009; Passel & Cohn, 2009)

¸1.5 million under age 18

¸1.76 million between the ages of 18-24

É65,000-80,000 high school graduates a year 
(The Urban Institute, 2003)
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ÉAfter they finish high school undocumented 
youth are met with extreme challenges 
despite having lived most of their lives in 
the U.S.:
¸Undocumented students do not qualify for any 

type of federal financial aid regardless of their 
academic accomplishments.

¸They can not legally work.

¸In most states they must pay international 
student tuition fees.

¸They may be deported at any time.
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ÉIn Plyer v. Doe the Court held that, while 
undocumented children are present in the 
United States they should not forfeit their 
education. 

ÉInstead, the Court decided that educating 
children, regardless of their immigration 
status, is essential for creating individuals 
who can function in society and contribute 
to the development of the United States. 
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ÉSince 2001, 10 states have passed laws 
permitting certain undocumented students 
who have attended and graduated from 
their primary and secondary schools to pay 
the same tuition as their classmates at 
public institutions of higher education. 

¸The states are Texas, California, Utah, 
Washington, New York, Oklahoma, Illinois, 
Kansas, New Mexico and Nebraska. 
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Developing Talent
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ÉParticipants

¸168 Latina/o participants completed an online 
questionnaire
Å66% female

Å48% oldest sibling

Å57% grew up in two-parent household

¸102 of the 168 also participated in an in-depth, 
one-hour interview
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High School
(n=20)

Community 
College
(n=38)

University
(n=56)

Graduate
(n=20)

Age at time of study 18.11 20.54 20.71 24.71

Immigration Age 5.74 7.14 7.61 9.18

Motherõs Education 8.17 8.15 8.94 7.59

Fatherõs Education 8.89 9.29 10.65 10.94

High School GPA 3.61 3.16 3.67 3.5

College GPA -- 3.15 3.11 3.43

AP/Honors courses 6.3 2.24 5.39 3.8

High School Hours worked/week 19.14 21.74 21.41 21.23

College Hours worked/week -- 33.77 28.18 28.06
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Undocumented
(n=134)

Documented
(n=34)

Age at time of study 20.7 25.8

Immigration Age 7.4 8.0

Motherõs Level of Education8.40 8.03

Fatherõs Level of Education10.04 8.85

High School GPA 3.49 3.48

College GPA 3.19 3.15

Number of AP/Honors courses 4.4 3.29

High School Hours worked/week 21.29 18.54

College Hours worked/week 30.15 25.48
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